his ancestors, and that his remains be marked by a permanent architectural structure. A major factor in the treatment of Madho Rao's ashes was the performance of political legitimacy. In princely India, political legitimacy was bolstered by dynastic lineage. Jivaji Rao's presence at all these highly performative stages of his father's final journey reiterated the line of descent and authority from father to son, as it did (and continues to do) in royal funerary corteges and necropolises across north India.
This anecdote describing Madho Rao's extraordinary last journey succinctly demonstrates the significance of funerary rituals and memorials in royal India and the perceived necessity of making ancestry and political authority a permanent feature in the built environment. Chatrīs are an integral component of the visual vocabulary of north Indian Hindu kingship, and Madho Rao's life and death would have been incomplete had he not been commemorated with one. Beyond this, the chatrī entwines Scindia lineage, and the unbroken transference of political authority, with the urban fabric of the land his dynasty ruled.
This book is concerned with the chatrīs commissioned by the Rajputs, members of a Hindu jātī (subcaste) that is part of the wider martial and 
